
CHANGE
VOICES OF

Dafna Rosen
Ziv Kantor
Noga Emet

Annalee Lu Roth
Pham Phuong Trang Mac



INTRODUCTION



INTRODUCTION
“Human rights are women's rights, and women's rights are human rights, once and for all.”

 – Hillary Clinton, 1995, Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing.

The intersection of gender and politics is a critical area of study, particularly in how the press and
news media portray political figures. This intersection becomes even more significant when
considering the impact of such portrayals on public perception. 

By choosing what to highlight, what to downplay, and how to frame stories, the media becomes a
powerful force in shaping political discourse and, by extension, societal norms (Baum & Potter, 2008). 

When reporting on male and female leaders, the media tends to emphasize different traits that align
with societal expectations of gender roles. 

The relationship between media, gender, discrimination, and politics is both complex and intriguing.
As we step into 2025, one might assume we've made significant progress and entered a more
enlightened era. However, the reality reveals that many old habits persist, highlighting the enduring
challenges we face in these interconnected realms.



INTRODUCTION

In our project we seek to contribute to ongoing discussions about the role of the media
in shaping political realities and addressing gender inequality.
In addition, by examining these portrayals we hope to uncover the extent to which
media coverage perpetuates or challenges gender disparities in politics and contribute
to a broader understanding of the media’s role in shaping public opinion and political
discourse.



AIMS

The primary aim of this research is to uncover the gender discrimination embedded in
media portrayals, revealing how media framing is shaped by gender-based biases. By
examining the representation of figures such as Kamala Harris and Donald Trump in the
press, this study seeks to highlight how stereotypes and societal norms influence public
narratives. The focus on the interplay between gender and media aims to expose how
these portrayals perpetuate inequality and hinder progress toward equitable and inclusive
representations of leadership.

By exposing these patterns, we hope to encourage critical awareness and
advocate for more balanced and inclusive media representations.



METHODOLOGY

FIRST 
Representation in news - 
Investigate and examine the
difference between the headlights
in different news, explore how and
what is written on Kamala and
Trump.

SECOND 
Behaviour in interviews - 
To investigate differences in
conduct during an interview. That is,
differences in the questions and the
interviewers' own behavior, including
facial expressions and body
movements.



REPRESENTATION 
IN NEWS



HEADLINES



HEADLINES



HEADLINES RELATING TO TYPE OF QUESTIONS



Policy and Legislative
Questions

Personal and Professional
Background Questions

Leadership and Vision
Questions

POSED QUESTIONS TO KAMALA HARRIS



Confrontational and Accountability
Questions

Policy and Governance Questions

Personal and Behavioral Questions

KEY DIFFERENCES: FOCUS ON IDENTITY AND EXPERIENCE TONE AND APPROACH

POSED QUESTIONS TO DONALD TRUMP



BEHAVIORS

Kamala Harris walked
directly over to President
Donald Trump’s side of the
stage for a handshake

GREETINGS



BEHAVIORS
POSTURES & GESTURES

Spreading his arms or leaning
forward, which are often associated
with dominance and control

Placing hands on the podium and
using deliberate movements to
highlight her points



BEHAVIORS
FACIAL EXPRESSIONS

Smirks and dismissive expressions
such as Joker-like smile, eyes-rolling
or looking away

Smirks and raised eyebrows that
subtly conveyed her disapproval or
skepticism



OTHER BEHAVIORS

Trump interrupted Harris multiple times
and used her lines during the dabate,
and the interviewers let him do it

Harris frequently maintained direct eye
contact with Trump, signaling strength
and willingness to engage on equal footing



CONCLUSION
Media framing plays a critical role in shaping public perceptions of political leaders,
particularly through the lens of gender. The portrayal of Kamala Harris often
emphasizes symbolic aspects of her identity, such as her attire and demeanor,
overshadowing her policy achievements. Conversely, Donald Trump is framed through a
lens of strength and authority, reinforcing traditional masculine leadership norms

The urgent need to address media biases that perpetuate gender inequality.

APPLICATION TO THE BEIJING PLATFORM

Our results highlight the persistence of gender bias in media portrayals, aligning with
the Beijing Platform for Action’s Section J, which calls for balanced and non-
stereotypical representations of women.



Thank you! 


