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Gisèle Pelicot 

“It’s true that I hear lots of women, and men, who say
you’re very brave. I say it’s not bravery, it’s will and

determination to change society.”
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Analysis and Criteria
Victim-Blaming language
Perpetrator-Excusing language 
Pain pornography 
Is the word victim used? Do they use the word Survivor?
How is the survivor depicted?
How is the perpetrator depicted?
Gender of the journalist



FINAL RESULTS

Methodology

GMMP 2020

ARTICLES CHOICE

LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS 

COMPARISON CRITERIA

BEIJING +30 

GUIDELINES WEBSITE CALL FOR ACTION

LITERATURE



THE CASES



National case
Italy

“La Manada”
Spain

Moldova case

1 2 3 4 5

Greek Case
Case

Local Case
Italy

A group Rape
case (2016) that

became
considered a

“breaking point”
for feminism

and justice for
sexual abuse
and violence

policy in Spain.

A  relatively
underreported
and localized

instance of rape,
which occurred in

a small town in
Northen Italy.

The articles discuss the
2016 case of psychiatrist

from Moldova, sentenced
for sexually assaulting

multiple women,
highlighting inadequate

care for people with
disabilities, media

portrayal of sensitive
issues, and calls for

societal and systemic
change.

This case is about a
group sexual abuse

happened in Palermo,
Italy, in summer 2023,

where eight boys
raped a girl. The case

gained national
attention, TV, national

newspapers and
social networks
talked about it. 

The case involves the
media coverage of the

rape and omicide of a 34-
year-old woman at the
end of December 2012.
The language used in
reporting on the case

reflects societal disconfort
in addressing this kind of

violence directly.



Gisèlle
Pelicot
International coverage

Italy - Spain - Moldova - Greece



Guidelines

- Survivor-Centered Reporting
- Avoid Reinforcing Rape Myths
- Use Appropriate Language
- Address Public and Legal Perceptions
-Avoid Pain Pornography At All Cost: Be Accurate Without Detail
-Contextualize the Issue
- Avoid Harmful Stereotypes
-Handle Interviews/Quotes with Care
-Consider Your Audience
-Audit Your Practices

MEDIA
-Speak Up Against Victim-Blaming
-Challenge Stereotypes
-Insist on Survivor-Centered Reporting
-Demand Privacy and Consent
-Call Out Misuse of Language
-Promote Trauma-Informed Approaches
-Educate and Encourage Constructive Conversations
-Support Survivor-Led Initiatives
-Hold Media Outlets Accountable
-Show Solidarity with Survivors

PUBLIC



Comparison

EMPATHY AND SURVIVOR-

CENTERED REPORTING

AVOIDANCE OF PAIN

PORNOGRAPHY

TONE TOWARD

PERPETRATORS

NEUTRAL AND OBJECTIVE

REPORTING

USE OF BROADER

CONTEXT



Results 

https://herwordspd.wordpress.com/

+





Podcast



Thank you!
“Not fragile like a flower, fragile like a bomb” 

- Frida Kahlo &  Ruth Bader Ginsburg


